VOLUNTEER TRANSPORTER APPLICATION
Wildlife Center of Virginia
Wildlife Rescue: We get many calls from the public who want to help rescue wildlife, but do not themselves have the ability to transport the animals to our Center. Volunteer transporters provide a vital service to both the community and the Wildlife Center of Virginia in assisting as a bridge to make rescue possible, in some cases.  We appreciate that our volunteer transporters share the use of their vehicle, gasoline and valuable time to assist wildlife in ways that only they can. Our Center does not have enough staff or time to provide critical rescue service, and there are no other state or non-profit agencies that do this work. Volunteer transporters provide a life-saving service.

How does being a transporter work?
If a rescuer calls and needs transporting help, we:

· Give the rescuer 3-6 transporter names and phone numbers so the rescuer can contact and see who is available to come get the animal and bring it to the WCV or another designated (closer) rehabilitator.

· If you get a call from the public for transport help, you will know that we have already determined with the rescuer that the animal does, in fact, need to come into rehabilitation. It’s just a matter of figuring out who can get it to us.

· You are always free to tell a caller that you are unavailable, knowing that the caller has been given other transporter numbers to try, as well. 

· Annually, whether or not you have provided transport service, we will contact you to see if you want to remain on our volunteer list and to update your contact information.

· If you’d like to join this pool of volunteers, please fill out form below. The Transporter Guidlines attached are detailed instructions for you to read and keep as a reference. We will assume you have read and agreed to follow the guidelines.  Please send your application to Wildlife center of Virginia,  PO Box 1557, Waynesboro, VA 22980 or email to wildlife@wildlifecenter.org.  
Application:

Name_________________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
City_____________________________ State______ Zip Code__________________
County_____________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number You Want Given to the Rescuer____________________________ 
Alternate   Phone___________________________
Your Email_____________________________________________________________
1. How far are you willing to travel (half hour, 45 miles, to a specific location, etc)? 
2. When are you able to transport animals?

Weekdays_________________      Weekends__________________         Anytime_________

3. Have you had the pre-exposure rabies vaccination?____________________
(This is a series of three vaccinations given over the course of a month and is not a routine vaccination. It is not needed to be a transporter, but  if you have had them it is helpful for us to know.)
4. In addition to driving the animal to us, would you be willing to assisting with capturing animals, if needed?______________
                 (Read on to see what “capturing animals” entails…)

If you choose to answer “yes” to Question #4, we can provide you the following support:
· Know that we do not ask transporters to attempt risky captures of dangerous animals. And as a volunteer, you can always say “no.”

· If you are considering attempting a capture/rescue, we are available by phone to get advice about the best way to go about attempting a rescue safely so you can decide whether or not this is a situation you want to respond to.

· We can tell you if there are any common items or equipment to take with you that would be helpful.

· We can talk with you about what we already know about the situation.

· We have Have-A-Heart traps available to assist you, if needed.

Annually, we offer a class called Capture, Restraint, Handling and Transport which is free to our transporters and is an excellent way to build skill and confidence for capturing animals. We will email you when this class is available.
GUIDELINES FOR TRANSPORTERS

Please read the following  guidelines to ensure your safety, as well as the safety and well-being of the wild animals you will be transporting. We will assume you have read, agree to and will follow these guidelines, and thank you so much for being willing to help with this vital piece of rescue work!

Agreements:

1. If  not already contained, place the animal in a secure, dark, ventilated box or holding container (such as a pet carrier covered with a towel). The  box should be lined with newspaper or other soft, non-raveling cloth. By keeping the transport container covered, you greatly reduce the animal’s stress.  

2. Do not offer ANY food to a wild animal unless instructed by a permitted rehabilitator or veterinarian to do so. Please do not leave any water or food containers in the box with the animal while being transported.  Water will often spill and can make the animal cold very quickly.

3. When you pick up the animal, please get 

· the address location of where the animal was rescued, 

· circumstances that led to the intervention

· care given to the animal thus far

· date and time the animal was rescued 

· rescuer’s name address and phone number

4. Do not handle the animal after it has been placed in a box.  Remember, wild animals can carry a variety of diseases that can be transmitted to humans or domestic animals.  Do not open the box to look at the animal. This not only stresses the animal but increases the risk of escape or injury to you.

5. Place the box/container on the floor of the passenger seat or on the backseat.  Please do not drive with any animal, contained or uncontained, in your lap.

6. Keep domestic pets out of the car while transporting any wildlife. 

7. Do not leave animals locked in a parked car.  

8. Keep the animals and their containers out of direct sunlight.
9. Keep the radio off and keep talking to a minimum if traveling with a companion.

10. Transport animals directly to the WCV or to the arranged permitted rehabilitator.  

11. If transporting very young animals with no fur or feathers yet, an external heat should be provided.  Hot water bottles or dry rice tied in a sock then warmed in the microwave for 20 seconds should be placed alongside the young animals, but with a piece of fabric between the heat source and the animal so as not to burn the infant.  

12. Please contact a WCV front desk coordinator if you have any questions about how to rescue or transport an animal in any given situation and please keep us informed of change of your personal contact information or if you would like to be removed from the volunteer transporter list.  

Arriving After-Hours

The Center is open from 9am-5pm seven days a week. If you are going to be arriving with the animal after 5:oo pm, special arrangements need to be made with the veterinarian so someone can meet you at the Center. Please call 540-241-4045  after 5 pm and leave a message for the vet about your estimated time of arrival. Call at least  ½ hour-45 minutes before you arrive  afterhours so someone can meet you there. 

When arriving at the Center:

Please notify the front desk coordinator that you are a volunteer transporter You will  be asked to fill out information on the patient that you are delivering. 

Volunteer Transporters can deduct mileage on income taxes for trips to and from the Center or for trips driven to permitted rehabilitators. At the end of the year, you may contact our front desk coordinator staff if you need information on how many trips you made to the WCV transporting animals.   
Other information:

Baby season typically begins mid-February and lasts through September.  At this time, we may be trying to transfer orphaned animals from our facility to at-home rehabilitators around the state.  If you are planning a trip across Virginia, please let our staff know; perhaps we can send some animals along with you!  Please call 540-942-9453 or email wildlife@wildlifecenter.org.  

Because volunteers are also sometimes needed to assist with the capture of injured animals, interested transporters are invited to attend the WCV’s class on Wildlife Capture, Restraint, Handling and Transport.  The WCV staff will notify you when a class is coming to an area near you.  

WCV   Open 7 Days a Week, Day Phone: 9am-5pm    540-942-9453
                                                  After-Hours Emergency Phone   5pm-9am     540-241-4045

